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CATWALK SNUB ANGERS TALENT
by NADEEM BADSHAH 
GLAMOUR, scandal, and jaw-drop-
ping beauty will all be in evidence 
as London Fashion Week gets un-
derway on Friday (18).

The industry is no stranger to contro-
versy with raging debates about the use 
of size zero models and image enhance-
ment in magazines.

But another burning issue has been 
whether ethnic minority designers are 
getting enough help to reach the top.

Leading designers and MPs say the 
mainstream needs to recognise the tal-
ent of more British Asian fashionistas. 

They claim:
● Hotbeds like Green Street in east Lon-
don are being ignored and should be 
showcased on the big catwalks.
● The British Fashion Council (BFC) 
should support designers who manu-
facture and embroider their own work, 
rather than those who import materials 
from the subcontinent.
● Asian fashion needs celebrity endorse-
ment and designers should join forces 
to break into the mainstream.
● Projects aiming to make the industry 
more diverse have failed.

One pioneer is tailor Imtaz Khaliq 
MBE. Regarded as London’s first female 
tailor, she has produced outfits worn by 
actresses, including Michelle Pfeiffer.

Khaliq, who will meet with the BFC 
next week to discuss issues including 
diversity, told Eastern Eye: “BFC says it 
supports ‘British fashion’ but Asian 
fashion has been marginalised to a mi-
nority area. Location is an issue, if you’re 

not in central London dressing the peo-
ple deemed as fashion icons, then you’re 
not seen to be ‘fashion’. 

“With Asian fashion, some say that it 
can only be worn by ‘a certain type of 
person’, but it has been used to influ-
ence work from big names such as Gal-
liano, Gaultier and Alexander McQueen 
so everyone is using Asian fashion to 
create commercial success.

“Asian fashion needs to be shown in 
the mainstream media and have proper 
exposure. It also needs funding, celeb-
rity endorsements and Asian designers 
need to work with each other.”

The Bradford-born tailor, who estab-
lished her business in London 25 years 
ago, said schemes designed to help 
Asian fashion had not materialised.

“There was a meeting with Prince 
Andrew and designers from Green St a 
few years ago. Nothing really came from 
that, which is frustrating. 

“David Reeson originated Asian 
Dreams, a fashion show showcasing up-
coming and established Asian designers 
at the Fashion and Textiles Museum but 
the funding for this was withdrawn I 
think. So the situation has stagnated.” 

Among the British Asian designers 
who will be flying the flag at London 
Fashion Week are rising stars Ashish 
Gupta, renowned for his sequined out-
fits, and hat designer Nasir Mazhar.

Babs Mahil, who has been in the in-
dustry for 25 years, believes it is easier 
for younger British Asian designers.

“Fifteen years ago it was easier as a 
designer to say you’re from India or Pa-
kistan than to say you’re British Asian. It 

The Gallianos and Gault iers like an Asian twist,
so why are our own fas hionistas still kept out?

RIGHT THREAD: Asian influence 
on the catwalk and (above inset) 

veteran designer Imtaz Khaliq 

OWN PRINT: 
Dress from 
Chiffons  

GOING GAGA: Hat 
by Nasir Mazhar


